
Heart Team For 
TAVI

Who and How?
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Heart Team Concept

• Existed for decades in heart transplant 
and ventricular assist device programs.

• More recently popularized for 
treatment of coronary artery disease  
SYNTAX trial N Engl J Med 2009;360:961-972

• But most of the care even today 
remains fragmented.
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• The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
embraced this concept, mandating that 
patients undergoing transcatheter aortic valve 
replacement (TAVR) be evaluated and cared 
for by a multidisciplinary heart team.
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At the present time, for patients with coronary artery disease, the professional silos of 

cardiology and cardio-thoracic surgery often do not overlap, despite the fact that the 

underlying missions have great similarity. 

David R. Holmes, Jr et al. Eur J Cardiothorac Surg

2013;43:255-257

Co-published in The Annals of Thoracic Surgery, European Journal of Cardio-Thoracic Surgery, 

and European Heart Journal. Copyright © 2013 by The Society of Thoracic Surgeons; published 

with permission by the European Association for Cardio-Thoracic Surgery and the European 

Society of Cardiology. For permissions please email: journals.permissions@oup.com
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The development of a TAVR Heart Team and blending the disciplines of cardiology and 

cardio-thoracic surgery will enhance optimal patient selection, procedural performance and 

outcome.

David R. Holmes, Jr et al. Eur J Cardiothorac Surg

2013;43:255-257

Co-published in The Annals of Thoracic Surgery, European Journal of Cardio-Thoracic Surgery, 

and European Heart Journal. Copyright © 2013 by The Society of Thoracic Surgeons; published 

with permission by the European Association for Cardio-Thoracic Surgery and the European 

Society of Cardiology. For permissions please email: journals.permissions@oup.com
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A new era of partnership
for patient screening, completion of the procedure

and assessment of the results
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Is TAVI an acceptable option
TAVI  Clinical Indications

NEW EUROPEAN GUIDELINES (ESC 2012)

• Severe aortic stenosis in symptomatic patient

• Who is candidate

• 1)High surgical risk patients: 
– Log Euroscore > 20%, STS Score > 10%

• 2) Patients with contra-indication to surgery 
Porcelain aorta, thorax distortion, irradiation, 
LIMA etc..

• 3) Patient frailty Consensus: Cardiologist / 
Surgeon / Anesthesiologist / Geriatrician 
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ASSESSMENT of FRAILTY
(Geriatrician, Anesthesiologist)
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Is the anatomy suitable for TAVI?
An essential multidisciplinary approach
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Post-evaluation
HEART TEAM Meeting
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The Heart Team during TAVI
Current approaches
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The Heart Team during TAVI
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Which Heart Team during TAVI 
Transfemoral
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Heart Team: POST-TAVI phase
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Conclusion
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